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SINGLE USE BAG REDUCTION AND RECYCLING PROGRAM AND EXPANDED
POLYSTYRENE FOOD CONTAINERS - QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORT NO. 9

On January 22, 2008, your Board adopted the County of Los Angeles' Single Use Bag
Reduction and Recycling Program (Program), and instructed the Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
to implement the Program, in partnership with the Directors of Public Works, Internal Services,
Public Health, and the Sanitation Districts, and key stakeholders including large supermarkets
and retail stores, the plastic bag industry, environmental organizations, and recyclers. Your
Board further directed the CEO to provide quarterly progress reports to the Board and to
interested stakeholders.

On May 22, 2007, your Board also approved a number of actions related to the use of expanded
polystyrene (EPS) food containers at County facilities, and at food service establishments and
retail stores in the unincorporated County areas. This quarterly report also provides an update
of our efforts to implement the EPS program.

Single Use Bag Reduction and Recycling Program

Program Aclivities

During this reporting period, the Working Group convened every other month. Representatives
from Albertsons Supermarket, reusable bag vendors, plastic and paper bag industry groups,
environmental organizations, various governmental entities, and the public participated in the
meetings. The Working Group further implemented Program components by disseminating
outreach materials, attending community events, working with cities, stores, and bag
manufacturers.
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Store Participation

The 67 Category 1 stores in the unincorporated County areas have been contacted regarding
‘their progress of implementing the Program. Participation checklists from 15 stores have been
received so far, with four (4) stores currently meeting the minimum participation levels called for
(in the Program, showing a 46 percent increase in store personnel training, a 21 percent
increase in providing customer incentives to decrease single use bag use, and a 30 percent
increase in public education. Data suggests that the four (4) stores are making efforts to
increase customer and community awareness about the benefits of reusable bags and plastic
bag recycling, however, greater efforts, including participation by additional stores, are needed
to further raise awareness throughout the unincorporated County areas.

Community Qutreach

Public Works staff performed the Brag About Your Bag® skit in events for
Supervisor Gloria Molina’s “A Green Bag for a Clean Earth” reusable bag campaign this past
March. This phase of the campaign kicked off at Kennedy Elementary, and assemblies were
held at elementary schools located in the East Los Angeles/City Terrace unincorporated
community.

Public Works staff also attended 15 community events in the past quarter to educate residents
on the County’s environmental programs, where they disseminated free outreach materials and
reusable bags (Attachment |).

Recycling Data

Public Works has made repeated attempts to obtain store-specific data from a number of
sources, including the California Department of Resources Recovery and Recycling
(CalRecycle), individual stores, and corporate offices. While State law requires stores to
maintain location-specific data, most data received from CalRecycle and the stores is in
aggregate form due to the corporate reporting procedure of most chains. This has made it very
difficult for staff to segregate data for individual stores in the unincorporated County areas.

In March, Public Works staff met with representatives of the California Grocers Association
(CGA) to emphasize the need for their cooperation and participation in helping the County
obtain relevant data from remaining stores. While their response was initially supportive,
including agreement to send out a joint letter to member grocers requesting the necessary data,
we have not received a significant increase in data from CGA’s member stores.

Based on the foregoing, we have concluded that there is not yet sufficient data to make any
conclusions about at-store plastic bag recycling. We will continue to request via telephone
contacts and in-person store visits that all Category 1 stores submit their location-specific data.
Since the initial benchmark established by the voluntary Program is a 30 percent reduction by
July 1, 2010, we intend to include an analysis of stores’ performance in the next quarterly report.
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- Draft Ordinance to Ban Plastic Carryout Bags at Large Supermarkets and Retail Stores

County Counsel is drafting the ordinance to ban plastic bags that will be brought back for
consideration by your Board. Accordingly, we are working with County Counsel, Public Works,
and a consultant to prepare a Countywide EIR, which will be submitted for consideration with
the draft ordinance in September. Public scoping meetings were held in each supervisorial
district during December 2009, which provided an opportunity for residents and other interested
stakeholders to provide feedback regarding the anticipated content of the draft EIR. The draft
EIR will be released for public review in May.

Expanded Polystyrene Food Containers

Feasibility of Phasing Out EPS Food Containers at County Facilities

In August 2009, the Responsible Purchasing Network (RPN) completed an in-depth evaluation
of the County's use of EPS food containers. Public Works reviewed comments from the
Working Group including County departments, industry representatives, environmental
organizations, and other stakeholders. A Board letter will be submitted for your consideration
this summer that recommends a strategy for restricting EPS food container usage by County
departments.

Summary

Attachment Il provides a detailed status of the Single Use Bag Reduction and Recycling and
EPS Programs. The next quarterly report will be submitted to your Board by August 1, 2010. If
you have any questions regarding this status report, please contact me, or your staff may
contact Dorothea Park at (213) 974-4283, or via e-mail at dpark@ceo.lacounty.gov.

WTF.LS
DSP:BK:os

Attachments (2)
c: All Department Heads

Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
Sapphos Environmental, Inc. (M. Campbell)
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Single Use Bag Reduction and Recycling Program

ATTACHMENT I

Community Events Attended — February through April 2010

Supervisorial

Reusable Bags

Date Event District Distributed
3/10/10 Environmental Education Fair 5 (Arcadia) 800
4/03/10 Earth Day Celebration 3 (Calabasas) 100
4/10/10 Earth Day Festival 2 (Hawthorne) 400
4/17/10 Sanitation District Earth Day 4 (Whittier) 500
4/17/10 Earth Day South LA 2 (Los Angeles) 500
4/17/10 South LA Earth Fest 2010 2 (Los Angeles) 500
4/21/10 CDC Green Fair 1 (Monterey Park) 500
4/21/10 Sony Pictures Earth Day 2 (Culver City) 300
4/22/10 CSU Northridge Earth Day 3 (Northridge) 500
4/22/10 CSU Dominguez Hills Earth Day |2 (Carson) 500
4/22/10 LA Live Earth Day 1 (Los Angeles) 500
4/24/10 Aquarium of the Pacific 4 (Long Beach) 500
4/24/10 Greening the Earth Day 5 (Pasadena) 500
4/25/10 Aquarium of the Pacific 4 (Long Beach) 500
4/25/10 Children's Earth Day 2 (Culver City) 700

Total 7,300
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